





THE OLYMPUS: continued from page 1
The History

The MV Olympus is a 97’ classic fantail motor yacht
that was built and launched in 1929 by the New York
Yacht, Launch and Engine Company in Morris Heights,
New York. At the time of the launching, her original name
was “Junaluska” named after a lake in North Carolina
contained within the extensive land holdings where her
first owner spent his childhood summers. George Heck,
who commissioned the yacht to be the largest ever built
by the yard, was a partner in a Wall Street investment
firm. He intended to use the yacht to commute from his
two estates on Long Island to Wall Street and sought a
low profile design so to avoid having the bridges opened
during the commute.
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and her husband George Converse. When World War 11
broke out she was commissioned as a US Navy patrol vessel, traveling primarily between Seattle and Alaska. Near the
end of the war she was declared surplus property and was “auctioned off”. Oddly enough, the only party informed of the
auction was Washington State Governor, Mon Wallgren, a close personal friend of President Harry Truman. Wallgren
used $15,000 of state funds to purchase the yacht, adding it to the Department of Fisheries fleet and calling it a fisherman’s
patrol boat. He changed the name to “Olympus”, after the highest peak in the Olympic National Forest. While being
purchased with tax payer dollars, it was essentially used for personal purposes. After the public was made aware of this
they were unhappy enough to not re-elect Walgreen and the next governor had it immediately sold. The boat went on to
be privately owned by several families in the Pacific Northwest.

New Ownership

In 1994, John and Diane VanDerBeek purchased “Olympus” and began to work on the repair and restoration of
the yacht. Major areas included a new stem, replanking, re-wiring of the entire vessel, re-roofing and rebuilding and
modernizing the galley. They were even fortunate enough to locate the original tender after 61 years apart. The restoration
of the 16’ motor launch, named “Junaluska” was done by our own local chapter member, Alan Thomle.

The recent death of John VanDerBeek in June last year, has left a large void in the hearts of all who loved him and
shared his passion for classic boating. With the sudden and unexpected passing of her husband, Diane has had to decide
many things about the future. One of those is what to do with the “Olympus”. The ongoing maintenance and expense of
maintaining a yacht of this size and quality is enormous.

The Future of Olympus

Diane is committed to preserving the history
and memories of this boat while in her possession
and has chosen to retain the boat, which is a victory
for all who share her passion of classic boats. In
order to help offset the expense that goes with the
boat, she has decided to open the boat up for long-
term charter opportunities for interested parties.
Diane has created various seven-day itineraries
available for cruising the beautiful waters within
San Juan Islands and beyond.

Our local board members had the pleasure
of being aboard “Olympus” at the annual Holiday
Party this year and it was a real treat. Even just
sitting in its boat house, you quickly understand
that this is a special piece of boating history that
we are fortunate to have close to us.




For  Classifieds:

SALE
I Boats for Sale
1956 Aristo Craft 14 Torpedo w/ 1960 Mercury 400
Electric Start Full Shift Outboard, Original Tee Nee
Trailer. Fresh water original with recent paint, new
OEM hardware, windshield and upholstery. Includes
custom cover. Runs great and ready for Opening Day.
More pictures available on request.
$7200.00
Terry McCartney
Edmonds, WA
206-919-7474
mcceswift@ gmail.com

Advertising Policy

The “Prop Wash” is published monthly on a volunteer basis. Each month a
different board member (guest editor) puts together the newsletter. This allows for
a wide variety of creativity and content.  Classified ads are run for members free
of charge. They are not automatically renewed. Please e-mail your ads to Kirk
Knapp (kirkknapp@aol.com). He will forward the ad to whomever is doing the next
newsletter.

We also accept commercial advertising. A digital file that can easily be used is
required. Contact Kirk for more information if you are interested. He will also quote
you arate.

We will be adding “Compass Point”
regional representatives with the goal
of holding at least one meeting, boating
or social event in their respective areas
during 2010.
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